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The door of the bus was opened. My heart pulsated with excitement. |
stepped off the bus and | found my name on a drawing paper. |t made me very
happy. | hugged my host sister, Maki, so tight. | was moved to meet her. She
hugged me tight three times. We laughed. Big smiles appeared on our faces.
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Today, | went to church and a restaurant. We sang a lot of songs at church
and it seemed fun. In the restaurant, meat came out on a very large plate. Alot
of food, such as chicken, meat, fried potatoes, and corn muffins were on the
plate. They were so delicious. But American food is bigger than that in

Japanese, so | became full soon. | wanted to eat more.
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The classes | attended with my host were World History, Chemistry, Math, P. E.,
and English. | enjoyed all of the classes today, but | enjoyed P. E. the most. We
played basketball together. The students and | enjoyed shooting, passing, and
defense. | was happy to hear my name. When | go back to Japan, | will talk

about this event.
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Today, we went on a field trip. | enjoyed Lincoln Memorial and National
Harbor. Lincoln Memorial was very big. | was especially surprised at the size of
the statue. | was excited because | had seen the movie about him. National
Harbor was very beautiful. There were a lot of cute shops there. | was satisfied

with buying souvenirs | wanted to buy. | had a very fun day.
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| was a little nervous before | gave a presentation. My English pronunciation
is bad, so | thought they couldn’t understand what | said. But they listened
carefully, so | was relieved. When they completed “the cherry blossom,” they
looked really happy. So | was glad that | had practiced my presentation many
times. It is difficult to talk about Japan in English. | think the most important
thing is to enjoy myself. The presentation was a priceless experience for me!
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Today was the last day with Leia’s family. There were many things | wasn’t
familiar with because it was my first trip abroad, but | was happy to be able to stay
with Leia. It was fun. | liked staying in America and was very sad to say
goodbye. Leia also shed tears. | was able to make such a nice friend.
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. | took American classes for the first time. The students in the class were
active and free. | want to be able to enjoy it because American students also
worked hard and seriously. | want to start it from tomorrow without fear of
English flowing fast.

. Our demonstration about Japanese traditional costume, yukata, was very
popular. | was happy because they enjoyed what we had practiced a lot.
What we thought was natural was fresh for them. | think that culture is very
different between Japan and the USA, but the difference in culture is
important for us.

. We visited three museums. All the explanations in the museums were
written in English. When | visit America next time, | want to understand more
and communicate with a lot of people.
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